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SUBJECT: TRAVELING PRESS SUMMARY, FIRDAY MORNING, FEB 18 
NO. 16 

NEWSPAPERS 

BALTIMORE SUN 

PAGE ONE STORY. HEADLINE: ".IORDAN-PAT .F.STINT AN UNION URGED" 

HENRY TREWHITT FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT LAST NIGHT PROPOSED AN EARLY 
CONFEDERATION OF JORDAN AND A NEW PAT, F.STINT AN STATE TO 
CONFRONT ISRAEL IN NEGOTIATIONS TOWARD A PERMANENT MIDDLE 
EAST SETTLEMENT." 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 037889 TOSEC 020121 

OTHER POINTS: 

- SADAT LEFT MANY BLANKS UNFILLED. 

- UNCLEAR WHETHER VANCE OR HUSSEIN APPROVED. 

- STRONG IMPLICATION PLAN HAD ARAFAT BACKING. 

- FOR SADAT'S PLAN TO FIT WITHIN VANCE TIMEFRAME (GENEVA 
CONF IN LAST HALF OF YEAR) MANY CRITICAL QUESTIONS WOULD 
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HAVE TO BE ANSWERED QUICKLY. 

- CLEAR THAT SADAT WANTS A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND. 

- TIMING COULD PUT ISRAEL ON DEFENSIVE IN A GENEVA CONF. 

- VANCE SAID PLO CHARTER "IS A PROBLEM," AS WERE PLO 
REFUSALS TO ACCEPT SECURE, DEFENSIBLE BORDERS FOR ISRAEL. 

- UPCOMING IMPORTANT EVENTS INCLUDE PLO MEETING 5/12 AND 
ISRAELI ELECTIONS 5/17. 

- ACCEPTANCE OF SADAT PLAN WOULD CONFRONT ISRAEL WITH 
GRAVE DECISIONS EARLY RATHER THAN LATE IN NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS: HOW MUCH TERRITORY TO GIVE UP. 

- VANCE KEEPING CARDS CAREFULLY CONCEALED, FAVORING 
GENEVA AS A GENERAL OBJECTIVE WHILE SOLICITING IDEAS 
ABOUT OTHER FORUMS. 

- WHILE ISRAELIS PREFER STEP-BY-STEP, EGYPT RULED THAT 
OUT. 

- AFTER SADAT'S ANNOUNCEMENT, "PUBLIC COSMETICS" OF 
VISIT PALED, INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENT OF SADAT’S VISIT TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WASHINGTON. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

STORY ON PAGE 5, WITH PICTURE. HEADLINE: "SADAT SUG- 
GESTS NEW MIDEAST PEACE PLAN" 

JOHN MACLEAN FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: "PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT OF EGYPT OFFERED A NEW INI- 
TIATIVE THURSDAY TO BRING ABOUT A PEACE CONFERENCE ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST, PROPOSING A CONFEDERATION' BETWEEN THE PLO 
AND JORDAN BEFORE A GENEVA MEETING." 

OTHER POINTS: 

- RAISES POSSIBILITY ISRAEL WILL FACE DILEMMA OF EITHER 
NEGOTIATING WITH PLO, OR BOYCOTTING A PEACE CONFERENCE. 

- CBU DECISION PRAISED BY SADAT. 

- SADAT ACCEPTS INVITATION AND HOPES TO GO TO WASHINGTON 
IN APRIL. 

- SADAT SAYS EGYPT IS 100 PER CENT READY FOR PERMANENT 
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PEACE, A CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS DECLARATION THAT OVER AT, I. 
SETTLEMENT WAS A GENERATION AWAY. 

- SADAT'S OUTLINE OF WHAT A PEACE INVOLVED. 

- SADAT STILL CONCURS WITH RABAT DECISION ON PLO, BUT 
PLO SHOULD NEGOTIATE WITH HUSSEIN. 

- VANCE MET WITH FAHMY ONLY SHORT TIME AFTER FAHMY- 
ARAFAT MEETING. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES 

STORY ON PAGE 9. HEADLINE: "SADAT CALLS FOR OFFICIAL 
JORDAN-PLO LINK" 

OSWALD JOHNSTON FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: "EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT CALLED THURSDAY 
FOR AN OFFICIAL AND DECLARED LINK BETWEEN THE PALE- 
STINIANS AND JORDAN AS A PRELIMINARY STEP TOWARD A MIDDLE 
EAST PEACE CONFERENCE BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE ARABS." 

OTHER POINTS: 

- SADAT MADE MORE EXPLICIT HIS DECEMBER PROPOSAL AND 
GAVE APPEARANCE OF ANSWERING DIRECTLY ONE OF ISRAELI 
CONDITIONS FOR A PEACE CONF. 

- ARRANGEMENT SHOULD BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN HUSSEIN AND 
PLO. 

- UNCLEAR WHETHER SUGGESTION WAS DISCUSSED AT ANY LENGTH 
WITH VANCE. 

- SADAT WANTED TO IMPRESS VANCE WITH WILLINGNESS TO MEET 
ISRAELI DEMANDS HALF WAY. 

- REPEATED ISRAELI POSITION ON PLO REPRESENTATION. 

PROPOSAL AMOUNTS TO MOVE TO FORCE PLO BACK FROM 
LIMELIGHT AND BACK UNDER JORDANIAN HEGEMONY. 

ISRAEL PRESENTED WITH PROPOSAL THAT HAS APPEARANCE OF 
REASONABLENESS. MAKING AN ISRAELI REJECTION OF IT - 
"APPARENTLY A FOREGONE CONCLUSION - SEEM INTRANSIGENT 
AND INFLEXIBLE." 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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- VANCE AND SADAT APPEARED TO HIT IT OFF PERSONALLY. 

- SADAT TO VISIT US IN APRIL, AND STRESSES DETERMINATION 
TO STAKE POLITICAL FUTURE ON AMERICAN ABILITY TO DELIVER 
ISRAELI CONCESSIONS. 

- CBU DECISION HAILED BY SADAT. 

- SADAT WILLING TO ENTERTAIN SUGGESTIONS ON CURBING 
PALESTINIAN EXTREMISM. 

- ON WHETHER EGYPT IS ADVISING PLO TO TONE DOWN CHARTER, 
SADAT REPLIED WITH CAREFUL AMBIGUITY: SUBJECT DISCUSSED 
BETWEEN FAHMY AND ARAFAT. AND FAHMY AND VANCE. 

- SADAT ALSO SEEMED TO BE SHARPENING HIS EFFORT TO FIT 
PLO INTO GENEVA CONFERENCE, PROPOSING THAT PLO NEGOTIATE 
WITH HUSSEIN ON ASSOCIATION. 

NEW YORK TIMES 

STORY ON PAGE ONE. HEADLINE: "SADAT SUGGESTS LINK OF 
PLO AND JORDAN BEFORE PEACE TALK" 

BERNARD GWERTZMAN FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: "PRESIDENT ANWAR EL-SADAT OF EGYPT, IN A PROPOSAL 
AIMED AT BREAKING THE DIPLOMATIC IMPASSE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST, SAID TONIGHT THAT THE PALESTINIANS SHOULD FORM "AN 
OFFICIAL AND DECLARED LINK" WITH JORDAN EVEN BEFORE A 
GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE IS RECONVENED." 

OTHER POINTS: 

PROPOSAL, IF CARRIED OUT, WOULD HELP OVERCOME SOME OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MAIN STUMBLING BLOCKS. 

- WOULD MAKE A VIRTUAL CERTAINTY THAT PALESTINIAN 
PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA WOULD BE AS PART OF JOINT DEL- 
EGATION WITH JORDAN AND WOULD MAKE UNLIKELY FORMATION OF 
SEPARATE, INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE. 

- SADAT ALSO SAID FAHMY HAS DISCUSSED WITH ARAFAT, AND 
VANCE (SEPARATELY) POSSIBILITY OF CHANGES IN PLO COVE- 
NANT. 

- NOT CLEAR WHAT ISRAELI REACTION WOULD BE. LAST NIGHT, 
ALLON SAID NO OBJECTION TO PALESTINIANS IN JORDANIAN 
DELEGATION, BUT ISRAELIS USUALLY MEAN PALESTINIANS 
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FRIENDLY TO HUSSEIN AND NOT PLO. 

- MOST IMPORTANTLY, PLO LEADERSHIP HAS NOT SPOKEN. 

- VANCE REITERATED POSITION ON PLO AND ITS COVENANT. 

IN DECEMBER, SADAT HAD SUGGESTED LINK WITH JORDAN, BUT 
NOW SAYING PALESTINIANS SHOULD BE UNDER JORDANIAN IN- 
FLUENCE FROM START. 

- PLO SHOULD NEGOTIATE FORM OF LINK WITH JORDAN, BUT 
SADAT FAVORS CONFEDERATION. 

- SADAT WENT OUT OF WAY TO EXPRESS DESIRE FOR CLOSE 
RELATIONS WITH CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND IN PARTICULAR 
WITH MR. VANCE. 

- SADAT THANKED CARTER FOR AID STEPS, AND PRAISED CBU 
DECISION, "POSSIBLY TIMED FOR MR. VANCE’S ARRIVAL HERE." 

- SADAT HOPES TO GO TO WASHINGTON IN APRIL. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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WALL STREET JOURNAL 

STORY ON PAGE 19. HEADLINE: "ARABS PRESSURE PLO TO 
MODERATE STANCE ON ISRAEL IN BID TO BOOST PEACE EFFORTS" 

ROBERT KEATLEY FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: "THE PLO, WHOSE RADICAL POLICIES ARE CITED BY 
ISRAEL AS A REASON FOR KEEPTING IT OUT OF PEACE TALKS, IS 
UNDER GROWING ARAB PRESSURE TO MODERATE ITS WAYS." 

OTHER POINTS: 

- IF SUCCESSFUL, EFFORT WOULD IMPROVE CHANCES FOR 
SETTLEMENT, BUT WOULD ALSO FORCE ISRAEL TO FACE UNPLEAS- 
ANT ISSUES ON ITS BORDERS AND EVENTUAL NEIGHBORS. 

- ARAFAT MET WITH FAHMY ON WEDNESDAY. WHILE PLO WANTS A 
NEW AND LARGER PALESTINE DOMINATED BY MOSLEMS, EGYPT, 
SYRIA AND SAUDI ARABIA WANT IT TO REWRITE ITS CHARTER TO 
CONCEDE ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST. 

- SOURCES SAY EGYPT IS PRESSURING PLO TO MODIFY ITS 
CHARTER. ARAFAT FAVORS THIS BUT FACES INTERNAL OPPO- 
SITION. A RADICAL PLO LEADER HAS VOWED MORE HIJACKINGS 
IF MODERATE POLICIES ARE CHOSEN. 
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- APPROVAL OF CHARTER REVISIONS BY PLO NOT CERTAIN. 

- PRESSURE ON PLO OVERSHADOWED VANCE'S TALKS. VANCE MET 
WITH FAHMY IMMEDIATELY AFTER ARAFAT, BUT THE TWO DIDN'T 
MEET DIRECTLY. 

- SADAT SUGGESTED THAT PLO GO TO GENEVA DESPITE ISRAELI 
OBIECTIONS, BUT ONLY WITH A IORDANIAN "LINK." 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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- SADAT FAVORS AN ARAB PALESTINE TIED TO IORDAN. 

- ARAFAT HAS AVOIDED TOUGH DECISIONS THAT MIGHT SPLIT 
RANKS. BUT IF COMPROMISE DOES OCCUR, ISRAEL FACES TOUGH 
PROBLEMS: PRIMARILY, GIVING UP OCCUPIED TERRITORY AND 
ACCEPTING A PLO-GOVERNED NEIGHBOR. 

- IF ISRAEL STALLS, IT COULD COME UNDER AMERICAN PRES- 
SURE TO COMPROMISE, WHICH IS SOMETHING ALL THE ARAB 
MANEUVERING IS DESIGNED TO PRODUCE. 

- YET EVEN AFTER ELECTIONS. ISRAEL WILL PROBABLY HAVE 
WEAK COALITION GOVERNMNET, UNABLE TO ACT DECISIVELY. 

WASHINGTON POST 

PAGE ONE STORY (NOTE: HEADLINE RIGHT BELOW PICTURE OF 
HUSSEIN ACCOMPANYING WOODWARD STORY ON CIA PAYMENTS) 

HEADLINE: "SADAT SEES VANCE, URGES FEDERATION OF JORDAN, 
PLO 

DON OBERDORFER FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: "PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT URGED JORDAN AND THE PAL- 
ESTINIANS TODAY TO ESTABLISH FORMAL TIES. PREFERABLE IN 
THE FORM OF A CONFEDERATION, 'EVEN BEFORE THE GENEVA 

CONFERENCE MEETS.'" 

OTHER POINTS: 

- IF PURSUED, PLAN COULD HAVE A MAJOR IMPACT ON SUB- 
STANCE AND PROCEDURES OF ARAB-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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- STRONG EVIDENCE GROUNDWORK LAID IN ADVANCE, INCLUDING 
CONFERENCE BETWEEN ARAFAT AND EGYPTIANS "JUST MINUTES 
BEFORE" VANCE'S ARRIVAL. 
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- ARAFAT FLEW TO SAUDI ARABIA FOR TALKS BEFORE VANCE 
ARRIVES THERE SATURDAY. 

- TODAY'S DEVELOPMENT CALLS FOR MAJOR NEW POLICY-MAKING 
BY ISRAEL. 

- SADAT PROPOSAL WOULD LINK NEW STATE WITH JORDAN AS 
ISRAEL PROPOSES, BUT WITH NEGOTIATING AND MAYBE GOVERNING 
ROLE FOR PLO. SADAT SEES "SOME KIND OF CONFEDERATION." 

- A DEAL BETWEEN JORDAN S MODERATE KING HUSSEIN AND PLO 
COULD PRODUCE PLO REPRESENTATION IN A JORDANIAN DELE- 
GATION AT GENEVA. 

- PARENTHETICAL FROM JERUSALEM: NO OFFICIAL REACTION, 

BUT PRIVATELY ISRAELI OFFICIALS SAW PLAN AS JUSTIFYING 
THEIR REFUSAL TO BUDGE ON PLO IN BELIEF ARABS WOULD BE 
FORCED TO ACCEPT ISRAELI OPPOSITION TO SEPARATE PALESTIN- 
IAN STATE. 

- ROLE AND ATTITUDE OF US OF GREAT IMPORTANCE AND US 
ATTITUDE ABOUT SADAT PLAN NOT KNOWN. 

- VANCE REITERATED VIEWS ON PLO. 

- MOST SURPRISING ELEMENT OF PLAN PROPOSAL THAT JORDANIAN- 

PALESTINIAN DEAL BE NEGOTIATED EVEN BEFORE GENEVA, ALSO 
THAT PLO SHOULD NEGOTIATE WITH HUSSEIN. 

-A HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT FEATURE IS THE DIPLOMATIC IN- 
ITIATIVE AND COORDINATION BEING SHOWN BY ARAB LEADERS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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- SADAT IS LOOKING FOR PEACE PROGRESS TO SHORE UP HIS 
INTERNAL POSITION. 

- SADAT EXPRESSED GRATITUDE TO CARTER FOR AID AFTER JAN 

RIOTING. 

INVITATION ACCEPTED FOR SADAT VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

OTHER NEWSPAPERS 

- BOSTON GLOBE USED MACLEAN STORY. 

- HEARST STILT. UNABLE TO PROVIDE US WITH ANY WALLACH. 

RADIO/TV 
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CBS 

BERNARD KALB ON CBS RADIO (FROM BEIRUT) 

DALLAS TOWNSEND: IN A REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE, SECRETARY 
OF STATE VANCE ARRIVED IN JORDAN TODAY FOR TALKS WITH 
HUSSEIN. VANCE TOLD REPORTERS THIS MORNING THAT HE HAD 
SEEN THE CIA STORY, BUT HE DECLINED TO SAY ANYTHING ABOUT 
IT. THE SECRETARY HAS BEEN CONFERRING TODAY WITH LEBA- 
NESE OFFICIALS AFTER WINDING UP TALKS WITH EGYPTIAN 
LEADERS. BERNARD KALB HAS DETAILS. 

KALB: SECRETARY VANCE SAYS THERE APPEARS TO BE SOME 
NARROWING OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL ON 
THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE. HE OFFERED THAT ESTIMATE OF HIS 
TALKS WITH THE LEADERS OF THOSE TWO COUNTRIES AS HE FLEW 
FROM CAIRO TO BEIRUT ENROUTE TO JORDAN. TALKING WITH 
REPORTERS ABOARD HIS OFFICIAL 707, AND TALKING ON (EMPHA- 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SIZED) THE RECORD. THE SECRETARY REFERRED TO THE REMARKS 
BY EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT LAST NIGHT. SADAT CALLED FOR 
THE CREATION OF A CONFEDERATION BETWEEN A PALESTINIAN 
STATE AND JORDAN PRIOR TO THE RECONVENING OF A GENEVA 
PEACE CONFERENCE. VANCE DESCRIBED THIS AS A CONSTRUCTIVE 
SUGGESTION, ADDING THAT IT BEGINS TO MOVE TOWARD THE 
SUGGESTION THAT HAS BEEN MADE BY ISRAELIS ON HOW THE 
PALESTINIAN QUESTION MIGHT BE RESOLVED. THE SADAT 
PROPOSAL ON A PALESTINIAN- JORDAN LINK IS NOT NEW. HE'S 
MADE IT BEFORE. BUT THIS TIME, HE UNDERLINED THE TIMING 
ELEMENT, THE PRE-GENEVA ELEMENT, ALTHOUGH SOME WESTERN 
REPORTERS BASED IN CAIRO SAY THAT SADAT HAS METIONED THIS 
TIME FACTOR IN PREVIOUS COMMENTS. VANCE CAUTIONED 
AGAINST EXCESSIVE OPTIMISM, SAYING BIG DIFFERENCES REMAIN 
BETWEEN THE ARABS AND THE ISRAELIS. 

NO OTHER TRAVELING PRESS MONITORED ON RADIO OR TV THIS 
MORNING. 

WIRES 

REUTERS 

FIRST LEAD - GUTMAN FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: "EGYPTIAN PRES ANWAR SADAT, SEEKING TO OVERCOME THE 
MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCK TO A MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE, 
HAS PROPOSED THAT JORDAN AND THE PALESTINIANS FORM A 
CONFEDERATION BEFORE ATTENDING RENEWED GENEVA TALKS." 

REMAINDER OF ITEM DEALT WITH SADAT PRESS CONF. 
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SECOND LEAD - GUTMAN FROM BEIRUT 

LEAD: "US SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE SAID TODAY AN 
EGYPTIAN PROPOSAL FOR A IORDANIAN PALESTINIAN CONFEDER- 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ATION NARROWED DIFFERENCES OVER THE MAIOR PROCEDURAL 
OBSTACLE BLOCKING GENEVA PEACE TALKS." 

OTHER POINTS: 

- STILL A GAP BETWEEN POSITIONS OF ISRAEL AND EGYPT SAYS 

VANCE. - - 

- BOTH SIDES HAVE SHOWN FLEXIBILITY VANCE SAYS. 

- SADAT PROPOSAL CLEARLY AIMED AT OVERCOMING ISRAELI 
OBJECTIONS. 

- VANCE CALLED PROPOSAL 'CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTION" WHICH 
BEGINS TO MOVE TOWARD SUGGESTIONS MADE BY ISRAELIS; THUS, 
THERE APPEARS TO BE A NARROWING OF POSITIONS. 

- VANCE SAID HE THOUGHT SADAT'S PROPOSALS APPEAR TO HAVE 
THE SUPPORT OF SOME PALESTINIAN LEADERS, BUT HE DID NOT 
IDENTIFY THEM. 

- ASKED IF EGYPT WAS PRESSING PLO TO CHANGE ITS CO- 
VENANT, VANCE SAID HE HAD THAT FEELING. 

UPI 

JIM ANDERSON FROM CAIRO 

LEAD: SADAT "CONFEDERATION" BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND 
JORDAN. 

MAIN ADDITIONAL POINT: 

- "DIPLOMATIC SOURCES SAID VANCE SEEMS TO BE GOING INTO THE 
VERY BASICS OF THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM, AN APPARENT DE- 
PARTURE FROM THE STYLE OF HIS PREDECESSOR, HENRY KISSINGER, 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WHO BEGAN HIS STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH BY SEPARATING THE 
MILITARY FORCES THAT COULD LEAD TO RENEWED FIGHTING. 

THE SOURCES SAID VANCE IS STARTING WITH THE FUNDAMENTALS: 

THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM AND THE CONDITIONS FOR THE CRE- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ATION OF A STATE OF PEACE BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE ARABS." 

LATER LEAD: 

'SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE SAID TODAY THERE HAS BREN 
A NARROWING OF THE DIFFERENT POSITIONS’ ON SOME OF THE 
MAJOR ISSUES DIVIDING ISRAEL AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES." 

OTHER POINTS: 

- VANCE CALLED SADAT SUGGESTION FOR CONFEDERATION "CONS- 
TRUCTIVE." 

- VANCE BELIEVES SOME PLO MEMBERS MAY BE READY TO CHANGE 
LINE ON DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL. 

- VANCE'S ASSESSMENTS CAME ON PLANE FROM CAIRO TO BEIRUT. 

- VANCE QUOTED ON REMAINING DIFFERENCES, AND SADAT'S PLAN 
MOVING TOWARD ISRAELI SUGGESTIONS. 

- QUOTED SADAT ON PLAN. 

- OUTLINED ISRAELI POSITION. 

- VANCE SAID HE DOES NOT KNOW REACTION OF SYRIANS. SAUDIS 
OR JORDANIANS. 

- EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS MET WITH ARAFAT BEFORE VANCE-SAD AT 
MEETING, AND HIGH-LEVEL PLO DELEGATION WILL MEET HUSSEIN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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IN JORDAN AFTER HE SEES VANCE ON SATURDAY. 

- VANCE THINKS EGYPT PREPARED TO TRY TO MOVE PLO ON COV- 
ENANT, AND THAT SOME MEMBERS OF PLO READY TO CHANGE "DE- 
STRUCTION" CLAUSE. 

AP 

BARRY SCHWEID FROM BEIRUT 

LEAD: "EGYPT IS BEGINNING TO MOVE TOWARD A COMPROMISE 
WITH ISRAEL ON THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION BLOCKING RENEWAL 
OF ARAB-ISRAELI PEACE NEGOTIATIONS, SECRETARY OF STATE 
CYRUS VANCE SAID TODAY." 

OTHER POINTS: 

- VANCE DESCRIBED SADAT'S PROPOSAL AS "CONSTRUCTIVE." 
VANCE ALSO SAID IT BEGINS TO MOVE TOWARD ISRAEL'S SUGGES- 
TIONS ON SOLVING PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. 
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- VANCE SAID HE FOUND MORE FLEXIBILITY THAN ANTICIPATED 
IN BOTH ISRAEL AND EGYPT, BUT THAT HE DIDN'T WANT TO SAY 
THERE AREN'T DEEP, SERIOUS DIFFERENCES. 

- VANCE SAID BIG DIFFERENCES REMAIN BETWEEN EGYPT AND 
ISRAEL ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION, BUT BOTH OF THEM 
INDICATED THAT IF THE PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS CAN BE RESOLVED 
THEY ARE PREPARED TO GO TO GENEVA WITHOUT PRE-CONDITIONS. 

- VANCE SAID HE HAD A FEELING EGYPT WOULD USE ITS IN- 
FLUENCE ON PLO TO DROP ITEM IN COVENANT ON DISMANTLING 
ISRAEL. 

HARTMAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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